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nan; 2 
The ORIGIN * our nous. 


N the times of diſorder 105 con- 
fuſion, we ſaw, in the midſt of 
barbarous nations, the outlines 

of a new ſeyereignty. The gover- 
nors of different cou ntries threw off 
the yoke; and having ſoon become 


ſufficiently powerful to make them- 


ſelves feared by their maſters, ba | 

obtained privileges which they ab 

ed, or rather, by forcing ſubmiſſion, 

they deſt royed obedience. Amongſt 

the number of theſe inſolent rulers, 

39 laid che foundation of the firſt 
278 n great 
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great monarchies ; and probably, to | 
ſay the truth, all emperors, kings, 


and ſovereign princes, are indebted. 


to them for their dominions. With 
reſpect to ourſelves, we are moſt cer- 


inly in this predicament. Vou 
bluſh. I forgive you — but do not 


be ſo childiſh for the future ; and 


know, once for all, that; with regard 


to dominion, we graſp when we can; 


and there is never any harm done, 
except when we are compelled: to 
make reſtitutions. | 


THE firſt of our ne e . | 


acquired ſome rights of ſovereignty 


in the country which he governed, 
was Taſſillon de Hohenzolleron the 
thirteenth of his deſcendants was the. 


burgrave of Nuremberg, the twenty- 
fifth elector of Brandenburg, and the 
thirty-ſeventh king of Pruſſia. Our 


houſe, like others, has had its Achil- 
les' 8, its Ciceros, its Neſtors, its ide- 
: ots, 
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"MORNING AMUSEMENTS, 3 
ots, its ſluggards, its learned women, 
its ſtep-mothers, and -moſt certainly 
its women of gallantry ; it has alſo 
been frequently aggrandized by right, 


a thing unknown except among happy 


people, or thoſe that are the ſtrongeſt; 


for we ſee, in the courſe of our ſuc- _ 


ceſſions, thoſe of convenience, expec- 
tation, and protection. From the time 
of Taſſillon to that of the great elec- 


tor, we did but vegetate. There were 


fifty princes in the empire that we 
no- way ſurpaſſed in any thing; and, 
to ſpeak properly, 'we were nothing 
more than a branch of the great 
Chandelier of Germany. William the 


Great, by his brilliant actions, drew 


us from this level; and at length, in 
1701, (which is not long ago) vanity 
placed a crown upon the head of 
my grandfather. It is from this 
epocha that we are to date our real 
exile as it gave ys the authority | 
of * and enabled us to treat 

4 D x with 
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with all the great mers 17 the 
world as equals. | 


| Ir we were to enumerate the vir 
tues of our anceſtors, we ſhould ea- 
fily diſcern, that our houſe is not in- 
debted for its aggrandizement to theſe 
advantages. The greateſt part of our 
princes have behaved ill ; but acci- 
dents and circumſtances have favour- 
ed us. I ſhall even make you ob- 
ſerve, that our firſt diadem was fixed 
upon one of the weakeſt and moſt 
vain heads, and upon a crooked body 
and hunch back. I ſee, my dear ne 
phew, that I leave you in a ſtate of 
perplexity with reſpect to our origin. 
It is ſaid, that this Count Hohenzol- 
lern was of a great houſe; but, in 
truth, no man ever appeared in the 
world with fewer titles. However, 
as we now boaſt of having been long 
1 deſcended from a good anceſtry, let 
$i us ſtick to that. 
+18 6 The 


MORNING AMUSEMENTS. 5 


I AM not happy in this reſpect; if 

you have a mind to be convinced, 
caſt your eyes over the map, and you 
will ſee that the greateſt part of my 
dominions are divided in ſuch a man- 

ner as to render them incapable of 
furniſhing. each other mutual aſſiſt- 
ance. I have no great riyers that 

run through my provinces ; ſome few 
water their coaſts, but ſcarce any * 
* ſect er, L\ 


The $0IL of my DOMINIONS, 


MORE than a third of my y em 
nions are uncultivated ; another third 
conſiſts of woods, rivers, and mar- 
ſhes ; the other third, which is cul- 
tivated, furniſhes neither wine, olive, 


nor r mulberry trees. Frult and vege - 
1 3 tables 
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tables are produced by dint only of 
care, and but very little is brought 


to perfection. I have only ſome can- 


tons in which rye and wheat are of 


any value, 


27 the MANNERS of the INHABI- 
TANTS. 


I CANNOT give any fixed Aoki 
upon this ſubject, as my kingdom 


conſiſts of nothing but pieces inlaid : 
all that I can ſay, for certain, is, that 


all my ſubjects are brave and hardy; 
no epicures, but drunkards; tyrants 


4 upon their eſtates, and ſlaves to my 


ſervice; inſipid lovers and moroſe 


huſbands; very cool- headed, which 


I take to be ſtupidity at the bottom 


adepts in juriſprudence, ſmall philo- 
ſophers, ſmaller poets, and ſtill ſmaller 


orators ; affecting great ſimplicity in 
their dreſs; but conſidering them: 
| ſelveg 


diſp 
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ſelves very elegant with a large hat 
and a little bag, great boots coming 
up to the waiſt, a little cane, a ſhort 
coat, and a long -waiſtcoat, With 


7 


reſpect to the women, they are al- 
moſt all fat and nurſes ; they are very 


gentle, fond of houſewifery, and are 
pretty faithful to their huſbands. As | 
to the girls, they enjoy the faſhiona- 
ble 2 which I am ſo little 

aſed with, that I have endea- 
— to excuſe their weakneſs in my 


memoirs. Theſe poor creatures ſhould 


be at their eaſe, to prevent their 
learning an infamous practice, by 
which they might in ſecurity amuſe 


themſelves, but which would be very 
prejudicial to the ſtate; and as a ſtill 
| farther encouragement, I take care to 
give the preference in my troops to 
the offspring of their love; and if it 
is indebted for its exiſtence to an of- 
ficer, I make him carry an enſign, and 


often give him a commiſſion before | 


E his turn. 
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 ELIGION is abſolutely new 
ceſſary to a ſtate, none. but 
fools will diſpute, this maxim; a - 
king muſt be very unſkilful to ſuf- 
fer his ſubjects to abuſe it: but a 
'king muſt be wanting in wiſdom 
to really profeſs any. Pay proper 
attention, my dear nephew, to this; 
religion is the greateſt of all tyrants 
oyer the heart and mind, as it agrees 
neither with our paſſions nor the ex- 
tenſive political views proper for 2 
monarch. The true religion of 4 
prince is his own intereſt and glory. 
The ſtate ſhould diſpenſe with his 
adopting no other, He may nevet- 
theleſs preſerve an external caſual re- 


ligion to amuſe thoſe who obſerve | | 


and are about him. 6515 
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Ix he fears God, or to ſpeak like 


the prieſts and women, if ge fears 


hell like Lewis XIV. in his dotage, 
he becomes timid and childiſh, and 
is worthy of being a capuchin friar. 
Is the object to profit of a favourable 
opportunity to ſeize upon a province? 
an army of devils appear to your 
ſight as its defenders, we are weak 
enough to believe that this is injuſ- 
tice, and we proportion our Own” 
chaſtiſement to the crime. Are we 
about entering into treaties with 
other powers? Were we only to 
reflect that we are chriſtians, all is 

loſt— we muſt be conſtantly duped. 
With reſpect to war, this is a trade 
wherein yi ſmalleſt ſcruple would 
ſpoil every thing. In fact, where is 
the honeſt man who would carry ĩt 
on, if we were not entitled to make 

rules which allow of "Os fire, 
4 carnage 7 


I vo 
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I po not, however, ſay that impi- 
ety and atheiſm ſhould be publickly 
| proclaimed, but we ſhould think ac- 
_ cording to the rank that we poſſeſs. 
All the popes who have enjoyed com- 
mon ſenſe, have had ſentiments of reli- 
gion ſuitable to their aggrandizement. 
It would be the ſummit of folly if a 
prince confined himſelf to little in- 
ſignificant points, which were inven- 
ted only for the people. Beſides, 
the beſt method. in the world to ba- 
niſh fanaticiſm from his dominions, 
is to ſhew the moſt cold indifference 
with regard to religion. Believe me, 
my dear nephew, the holy mother 
has her little caprices as a woman ; 
ſhe is always inconſtant. Stick to 
ſound philoſophy ; this is conſiſtent, 
clear, ſtrong, and inexhauſtible as 
nature's ſelf; and you will ſoon find 
' that there will be no diſpute of any 
conſequence concerning religion ſup- 
ported in your kingdom, for parties 
_ are 
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are all formed only upon the weak - 
neſs. of princes or their miniſters. 


An important reflexion which I muſt 


communicate to you is, that your 

_ anceſtors have acted in the moſt ſen- 
ſible manner in this reſpect: they 

made a reformation which gave them 
an apoſtolical air, at the ſame time 
that it filled their purſe. This was, 
doubtleſs, the moſt ſenſible change 
ever made in theſe matters; but as 
there is ſcarce any thing more to be 


now to follow their footſteps, we 
muſt ſtick to toleration. Tenaci- 
ouſly adhere to this principle, my. 
dear nephew, and always ſay that 
every one may offer up his prayers 
in my kingdom in whatever manner 
he pleaſes, for if you once ſeem to 
neglect this matter, all is loſt in your 
dominions; and this is the reaſon 
why my kingdom conſiſts of ſeveral 
ſects. In ſome _ thoſe of . the 

reformed 


got, and as it would be dangerous 
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| reformed church are in poſſeſſion of 
all the employments, in others. the 
Lutherans have the ſame advantages. 
'There are ſome provinces where the 
Catholics are ſo prevalent, that the 
king cannot ſend above one or two 
proteſtant deputies, and I dare aver 
to you, that of all the ignorant and 
blind fanatics, the Romans are the 
moſt violent and atrocious. The 
prieſts of this extravagant religion 
are ferocious brutes, who preach no— 
thing but a blind ſubmiſſion to their 
decrees, 'and who command like 
deſpots: They are inexpreſſibly am- 
bitious tranſgreſſors, robbers and aſ- 
ſaſſins. See Rome! with what in- 
ſolent ſtupidity ſhe dares arrogate 
to herſelf the right of commanding 
; monarchs. As to the Jews they are 
poor, little, wandering rogues, who 
at the bottom are not ſo much in'the 
wrong as is ſuppoſed. Out- caſt, ha- 
ted, a almoſt every where, 
_ - 


| ſelves by duping thoſe fools whom 


e e ß v ß A. A. , an 


| ears, and 


MORNING AMUSEMENTS. 13 


they pay pretty punctually thaſe who 
tolerate them, and revenge thems 


they meet in their way. As our fore» 


_ made themſclves chriſtians 


in the ninth century to .pleaſe the 
emperors, Lutherans in the thirteenth 
to ſeize upon church eſtates, and re- 
formers in the ſixteenth to-pleaſe the 
Dutch, on account of the ſucceſſion 
to Cleves ; we may. yery. well make 
ourſelves indifferent, in order. to pre- 
ſerve the tranquility of our domini- 
ons. My father had formed an ex- 
cellent project, but he did not ſuc- 


ceed in its execution. He had ea— 


gaged , the preſident Laen to dra 
up a little treatiſe upon religion, in 
order to unite the three ſets in ont 
the preſident ſpoke ill of the pope, 


treated St. Joſeph' as a good ſort of a 


man, took St. Rock's dog by: the 


the 


pulled St, Anthony's pig 7 
by th il He did not believe in 
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the chaſte Suſannah, he looked upon 
St. Bernard and St. Dominic as two 
courtiers, as ſubtle as knaviſh, and 


accuſed St. Francis of foul deeds as 


a faint. The eleyen thouſand vir- 
gins had no more credit with him 
than all the ſaints and martyrs of 
Loyola. As to myſteries he agreed 
that an explanation of them ſhould 
not be attempted, but that good ſenſe 


ſhould prevail every where, and 


words not be allowed to ſupply its 


place. As to the Lutherans they 
were his main prop, and he wanted 


the Catholics to throw off a little of 
their faith with reſpect to the court 
of Rome; but he was of opinion 


| that the Lutherans ſhould lay afide 


the ſubtilties of their diſputes ; gs 


he thought, that when a few di- 
ſtinctions were removed, they would 


find themſelves very cloſe to one ano- 


ther. He imagined it would be more 
difficult to bring the Calviniſts near, 
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as they had more titles than the 
Lutherans. He, nevertheleſs, pro- 
poſed a good expedient, which was 
to have no other than God for a 
confidant at communions. He look | 
ed upon the worſhip of images as a 
bait for the people. , He thought it 
was neceſſary that a peaſant ſhould 
have a faint of ſome kind or other. 
As for the monks he expelled them, 
becauſe he conſidered them as ene- 
mies, who want to raiſe heavy con- 
tributions. With regard to prieſts 
he gave them their governeſſes for 
wives. This made a great noiſe ; 
the good dames thought they were 
betrayed, and that it was a ſacrilege, 
as it infringed upon the myſteries. 
If this piece had been reliſhed, every 
method would have been taken to 
execute the ſcheme that was planned. 
T have not given it up, my dear ne- 
phew, and I flatter myſelf I have 
paved the way for your — it in 
execution. 


3 
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_ proach that felicity, which I ſo ar- 
dently wiſh for, and which would 


the deſign; I endeayour to ſpte 


all that tended to bring about the 


execution. We ſhould be ſervice- 
able to all mankind by uniting them 
into one fraternity, and by giving 
them a gentle and eaſy law to live 
together like friends nd relations, 
by inculcating the abſolute neceſſity 
of living and dying in peace, and 
making their ſole happineſs conſiſt in 
ſocial virtues. Theſe maxims being 
once implanted in the hearts of chil- 
dren, the univerſe would thencefor- 
ward make nothing more than a nu« 
merous family, and the ſo much 
vaunted golden age would not ap- 


be enjoyed without interruption, 
This is my plan of — 
a 
throughout every thing that is writ» 
ten in my kingdom, a contempt for 


Reformation, and I never loſe the 
ſmalleſt opportunity to diſcloſe the 
ambitious 
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ambitious views of the court ©. 
Rome, prieſts: and miniſters: 1 ſhall 
by degrees accuſtom my ſubjects to 
think like myſelf, and 1 T Oy wean 
thaw "ou Wha mare 1 ! 


* 10 a doctrine is — 1 
mall, if I live long enough, produce 
ſome man of elocution to preach u 

one. I ſhall at firſt ſeem inelinabſe 
to perſecute him, but by degrees I 
all declare myſelf his defender, and 
I ſhall with warmth embrace hie 
ſyſtem. If you. will have me'reveal 
it, this is already done.  Voltaite has 
wrote the preamble; he proves the 
neceſſity of receding from all that 
has been hitherto al upon religion, 
as the controvertiſts do not agree in 
any point, He draws the picture of 
the chief of every ſet, with ſuch 


imple freedom as ſeems to carry, 


with it all the teſtimonies of pure 
truth. - He has dug up anecdotes of 


7 C » popes, 
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popes, "biſhops, prieſts and mini- 


ſters, that ſpread a ſingular gaiety | 


over the work, which is wrote in ſo 


cloſe and rapid a ſtile, that it does 
not allow the reader time to reflect; 


that ever took 


ed to demonſtrate to themſelves, 


and as an author, compleatly maſter 


of the moſt ſubtle arts, he ſeems to 


be a writer of the greateſt veracit 
pen in hand, even 
when he advances thoſe principles 
that are the moſt doubtful. D'Alem- 
bert and Maupertuis have laid the 
ground-work of this performance, 
and the whole is calculated with ſuch | | 
exactneſi, that one would be incli- 
ned to believe they had endeavour- 


before they attempted to convince 
others. Rouſſeau has been at work 
for four years, to remove every kind 
of objection. I already enjoy the 


proſpect of mortifying all thoſe igno- 


ramus's who dare contradi&t us; 
for that army of prelates and prieſts 


; 


bo 
%o 


. F. #* @; j F3LS WaSil#3h * 
upon the mob, who haye neither 


prieſts abound, the people are more 
miſerable and ignorant than in pro- 
teſtant countries. Prieſts are like 
ſoldiers, who do miſchief. only for 


have already a chain o fifty conſe- 
quences for every object of diſpute, 
and at leaſt thirty reflexions upon 
every article of the holy ſcripture, 
They are even now employed to, 


than a fable, that there never was, 


lieve that he made a mere natural of 
his likeneſs, and the moſt perfect 
reature an eaſy female libertine ; 

far after all they add; there was no- 
thing but the length of the ſerpent's 
Cs © 


OL PUTE TIN IDS OO EIS ONS OS 
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are conſtantly convened to impoſe 


the capacity nor time to refled& : 
Wherefore in thoſe countries where 


amuſement, and by habit. They | 


prove that every thing that is pro- 
mulgated at preſent is nothing more 


any terreſtrial paradiſe, and that it is 
degrading the dignity of God, to be- 


. 
4 
. 
y 
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tail that could have reduced Eve, and 
this would evince a ſhocking diſorder 
in the imagination. The marquis 
D'Argens and M. Fermey have 
drawn up the plan of a council. 
Here I ſhall preſide, but without 
_ pretending that I derive the leaſt r ray 
of light more than others from the 
holy ghoſt. There will be only one 
miniſter' of each religion, and four 
deputies of each province, two being 

of the nobility, and two of the third 
| eſtate. All the reſt of the prieſts, 
monks, and miniſters in general, 

will be excluded, as perſons whoſe: 
intereſt is concerned; and that the 
holy ghoſt may ſeem more likely to 
preſide in this aſſembly, it ſhall be 
agreed to decide candidly according 
to the dictates of en, ſenſe. - 


— * 
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MO R NING- It 
Of JUSTICE. | 
E bet; owe our ſabjefts 


juſtice, as they owe us re- 
ſpet. By this, I underſtand, my 


dear nephew, that juſtice ſhould be 5 


adminiſtered to men, and particu- 
larly to our ſubjects, when it does 
not ſubvert our rights, or wound our 
authority; for there ſhould be no 
equality between the right of the 
monarch, and the right of the ſub- 
ject, or the ſlave; but we ſhould be 
juſt and ſteady, when it is neceſſary 
to zudge or determine right between 
any ſubject whatever and another. 
This act alone is ſufficient to make 
us adored. But take particular care 
that this juſtice does not overthrow | 
| you. Remember Charles I. who was 
led to the ſcaffold by that juſtice 
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which the people implored and 


claimed by outcries. I was born with 


too much ambition to ſuffer.any or- 
der in my ſtates to cramp me; and 


this was certainly the only reaſon 


that induced me to frame a new 
code. I know that I put the good 


lady in a pet. —d lair ;. but T dreaded 


her eyes, becauſe I Chew her influ- 


ence upon the people, and I knew 


that judicious princes, in ſatisfying 


their ambition, might often make 


themſelves adored. Ther maj ority of 


my ſubjects imagined that 1 was pi 


fected with the evil conſequences of 


chicanery. Alas! I own to you, and: 


I ſometimes bluſh at it, that this was 


ſo far from being my object, that 1 
even regret the loſs of thoſe little ad- 
vantages it procured me; for the taxes 


upon law- proceedings and ſtampt- 


paper have diminiſhed my revenues 


near 500,000 livres. Do not, my 


dear e let N be dazzled” 
by 
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by this word juſtice; it is a word that 


has various meanings, and which may 


be explained different ways. This is 


| the ſenſe I underſtand it in: Juſtice 


| is the image of God. Who then can 


arrive at ſuch a heig ht of perfection? 


Is ĩt not pn for every mortal 


to deſiſt from the ſcheme of poſſeſſing 
it entirely ? Look over all the coun- 
tries of the world, and examine if it 
be adminiſtered in the ſame manner 

in any two kingdoms. After that, 


conſider the principles whereby men 


are actuated, and ſee if they ag 
Why then ſhould there be any thing 


extraordinary in a man being juſt af- 


ter his own manner? When I was 
deſirous of cafting my eyes upon all 
the tribunals in my kingdom, I 
found an immenſe army of meii of 
the law, all eſteemed honeſt men, 
but very much ſuſpected of not being 
ſo. Each tribunal had its ſuperior ; 
I E had mine; for oppoſition 
| | C. 4 wia 


2 * 


was made to the determination of : 
my council. This did not diſpleaſe 


vou will be convinced, | 
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me, as it was cuſtomary *, Incxa- 
mining the progreſs which Juſtice > 
made in my dominions, or rather in 


ſeeing chicanery every day increaſe 
and graſp the property of all my 
t n the courſe of time lawyers ſtruggle \ with the 


monarch, and they often overthrow him. Under 
a weak prince ſurrounded with ignorant or rapa- 
cious miniſters, lawyers riſe up, ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves for the love of the people, whoſe cauſe they 
always pretend to embrace; and by degrees they 
compaſs their deſign fo far as to demoliſh the idol 
whom they publickly adored. Let the artful in- 
trigues of the parliaments of Paris be remembered; 
Under pretence of aboliſhing taxes, they exagger 
rate evils to their monarch, they depi& the ſtate in 
its direct courſe to ruin, they heat the enemies au- 
dacity, deſtroy the ſubjects patriotiſm, and termi- 
nate by ſeizing upon the adminiſtration : Inſtead 
of adminiſtring juſtice to the aggrieved, who ſur 
round them with miſery, they drag them with 
their car, rifle them, and ſend them away bare- 
footed, to periſh with hunger upon a dunghill,. 


All the philoſophers of Paris are wuzed n 


theſe open depredations, which are practiſed with 


impunity againſt the weak: The people of juſ- | 


tice have always been deprayed and rapacious in 
this Kingdom. Read Le Chancelitr | de LU Hopital, and : 


| ſubjects, 
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ag, I was terrified at thoſe wind- 
g an immenſe labyrinths, wherein 
ouſands of my ſubjects were ſwal- 
dwed up, and periſhed alive. But 
hat gave me the moſt uneaſineſs, Was 
at poſitive and immutableair of the 
awyers, that ſpirit of liberty inſepa= 
able from their principles, and that 
rtful manner of preſerving their ad- 
antage, and of cruſhing their ene- 
mies, by the appearance of the moſt 
rigid equity. I recalled to my me- 
ory all the rigorous, though fre · 
quently capricious acts of the Engliſh 
parliament | and that .of Paris, . 
my admiration was raiſed to find 
them frequently ſhameful to the ma- 
jeſty of the throne. It was in the 
midſt of theſe reflexions, T deter- 
mined upon ſapping the foundation | 
of this great power ; and there was 


it to its utmoſt ſimplicity, to bring 
It to the, point I deſired. Lou will, 
per- 


E 


no other method, than by reducing 
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perhaps, my dear nephew, be ſur- 
prized, that people who have no 
arms, and who never ſpeak but with 
reſpect of the king's ſacred perſon, 
ſhould be the only people capable of 
preſcribing laws to him. It is pre- 

ciſely for theſe reaſons, that it is not 
difficult for them to interrupt our 
authority. They cannot be ſuſpected 
of violence, as they conſtantly ſpeak 
to us with the greateſt decency ; but 
our ſubjects are ſoon fettered by this 
ſteady eloquence, which 2 pro- 
duced only for their happineſs and 
our glory. I have often conſidered 
the advantages that are produced 
to a kingdom by a body that repre» 
ſent the nation, and who are the 
. depoſitary of its laws : Teven believe 
that a king's crown 'is more ſecure, 
when it is preſented to him, or pre- 
ſerved by them ; but he ſhould be a 
man of merit, and animated with 
good principles, to have his actions 
every day W canvaiied. 
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An ambitious man muſt renounce 
ſuch dependence: I ſhould have been 
incapable of performing any thing, 
had I been cramped. I may perhaps 
paſs for a juſt King, but I ſhall not 

be allowed the title of Hero. Os 


Taz WN is more lay F 
expoſed to the viciſſitudes of fortune 
than the deſpot; but, on the other 
hand, the deſpot muſt be active, en- 
lightened, and unſhakeable. More 
virtues are required to ſhine in an ar- 
bitrary ſtate, than in a monarchy, 
The courtier adulates the monarch, 
careſſes his vices, and deceives him; 
the ſlave proſtrates himſelf before the 
deſpot, abaſes himſelf, and enlight- 
ens his maſter : It is therefore more 
uſeful for a great man to reign as a 
deſpot, but more grievous for a peo- 
ple to live under ſuch a government, 


MORNING 
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Ns Po ric v. 


5 It t has been LA amongſt 
| men, that to impoſe upon one 
| another i is daſtardly and criminal, a. 
term has been ſought for to ſoften 
the thing, and the word policy has 
been choſen. This word was doubt- | 
leſs thus applied only in favour of 
ſovereigns, as we cannot be decently 
treated as rogues and cheats. Be 
this as it may, this is really my no- 
tion of policy. I underſtand, my 
dear nephew, by the word policy, 
that we be conſtantly endeavouring 
to dupe others; this is the means of 
gaining advantages, or at leaſt being 
upon a par with all men, For aſ- 
ſure yourſelf that all the ſtates of the 
world run the ſame career, and this 
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is the hidden goal of all the world, 
great as well as little. Now this. 
principle being once eſtabliſhed, do 
not bluſh at making alliances, and 
deriving all the advantage. to vour- 
ſelf. Do not be guilty of ſo great a 
miſtake, as not to quit them, a8 
ſoon as you think they are contrary 
to your intereſt, and particularly ob- 
ſerve, to ſupport ſtrongly this max- 
im, that to fleece your neighbouts is 
putting it out of their power to hurt 
you. To ſpeak. with propriety, po- 
lucy raiſes and preſerves kingdoms : 
ſo that, my dear nephew, it : muſt 
be thoroughly underſtood and com- 
prehended in its greateſt latitude. 
To this end, we divide it into ſtate 
policy and private policy. The firſt 
relates only to the great Intereſts: 15 
culiar to princes. 


8 


4 
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of PRIVATE POLICY, | 


A Prince ſhould never - aiplay 
any other than his good ſide, and 
to this you ſhould give the moſt ſe- 
rious application. When I was prince 
royal, I troubled myſelf very little 
with military affairs. I loved my 
eaſe, good chear, and the bottle, 
and was a frequent votary to Venus. 
When I became King, I put on the 
ſoldier, the philoſopher, td the poet, 
J lay on ſtraw, eat ammunition bread 
at the head of my camp, and drank 

very little before my ſubjects, and 1 

ſeemed to deſpiſe women. My man- 
ner of behaving in wat is this; upon 
a march I travel without a guard, 
and both night and day; my tram 
is not numerous but well choſen; 

my carriage is quite plain, but on 
the other hand it hangs very eaſy , 
upon ſprings, and I ſleep in it as well 
| | — 
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in bed. b F ſeem to. pay no atten- 
Pn to the manner of living. One 
ullion, a cook, and a paſtry-cook, s 
e all my kitchen officers, I order. 
y own dinner, and this is not the | 
orſt thing I perform. becauſe I 
now the country, and what 1 aſl 
or, either as to game, fiſh, or butch- 
rs meat, is the beſt it produces. 
Vhen I arrive at any Place I Spec 
atigued, and I ſhew myſelf to the 
eople in an old great coat, and an 
ll. combed wig. Theſe are mere 
rifles that frequently make very ex- 
raordinary impreſſions. 1 5 give au- 
lience to all the world, 5 
prieſts, miniſters, and monks; ; 
heſe gentlemen ; are uſed to be WY 
at a diſtance, I liſten to them from 
700 window ; a page receives them, 
and pays my compliments to them 
at the door; in all that I fay 1 con- 
ſtantly appear to have nothing but 


the good * Tay Hoſts at hear, I 
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nephew, the adulations o 
people. Do you recollect the 7055 
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ibs £ Oo mA 


who ſaid that I muſt needs be. v 


good to do myſelf ſo much harm, 


after having carried on ſo long a war! 


and do you recollect him who pitied 
me with all his heart, i in Jeg at 
my old great coat, and the Vee 


diſhes that were ſerved 1 up at my ta- 


ble? The poor man did not know 


that 1 had a good coat _underneath, 
and thought that one could, not live 
without a ham and a en of veal 


at dinner. of 


Wurm I review my troops, b be- 


fore I paſs a regiment, I take the 


trouble of reading over the names, of 
all the officers and ſerjeants, and I 
recollect three or four of them, with 


the names of their companies. I 


$63 
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get minute information of the kigs 
abuſes committed by my captains, 
and 1 give all the ſoldiers leave to 
complain. When the hour of the 
review comes, I quit my apattment * 
the populace ſoon ſurround me, witli- 
out my allowing them to be driven 
away; and I ſpeak to the firſt perſon 
that is near me; who cah make the 
beſt anſwers. Being come to the 
regiment, I make the ſoldiers go 
thivugh their evolutions, I go ſlow- 
ly through all the ranks, 1 I ſpeak 
to all the cãptains. When I am op- 
poſite to thoſe whoſe namies I recol- 
lect, I name them, as well as their 
lieutenants and ſerjeantz. This 
makes me appear td have a moſt ur- 
common memory, and great pene- 
tration: You ſaw, miy dear nephew, 
the manner in which I hambled that 
major, who gave too ſhirt ſhirts to 
it! his company ; I did it ſv well; that 
.T Ii one of the foldiers had the effrontety 
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to | pull his chirt out of his breeches, | 
If a regiment perform their exerciſe 
badly, 1 have a method of puniſhing 


ff 
1 
[ 
1 
h 
v4 


— — al... - * * 
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their exerciſe thirteen days longer, 


I — 


then I admit all the captains and 


table. 


>> know my troops to the very bottom 


anſwers me ſteadily and with cle- 
verneſs, I put him down in my cata- 
logue, to make uſe of him upon on- 
caſion. The world has hitherto 


jects induced me to viſit my domi- 
nions as often as poſſible: I hall 
let them continue in this opinion, 
but this is one of my ſmalleſt mo- 
| nes, 3 the obs 18, 1 am obliged to 


A* 


"cg ; I order them to go through 


and I allow none of the officers to 
eat with me: If they perform well, 


ſome of the men, to eat at mx 


By reviewing in tbis manner, 4 


and when I meet with an officer who 


thought, that the love I bear my ſub- 


da 


ares 


MORNING AM USBMENTS. 4 5 


do it; and for this reaſon. My king- | 
dom is deſpotic ; ; conſequently, he 
who is in poſſeffion of it, has. the 
ſole government of it. If I did not 
frequently go through my dominions, 
the governors would take my place , 
and by degrees throw off the princi- 
ples of obedience, to adopt nothing 
but 23 of def ee N 


Brsrprs, as my orders muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be haughty and abſolute, 
thoſe who are my repreſentatives 
would take upon themfelves a tyran- 
nical air; whereas, by viſiting my 
kingdom from time to time, I'am 
at hand to acquaint myſelf with all 
the abuſes of my delegated power, 
and to reſtrain within the limits of 
their duty thoſe who- are inclinable 
to ſurpaſs its boundaries. Add to 
theſe reaſons, that of making my 
ſubjects believe I come to their fire- 

D 3 ſides 
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you and I, the race of Geniuſes are 
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ſides to hear their complaints and re- 
medy the evils. 


N 5 
A * —_—_ 


Of the BELLES-LETTRES. 


I HAVE done all I can to obtain 
a reputation in the republic of letters, 
and I have been more ſucceſsful than 
cardinal Richlieu, for, thank God, I 
paſs for an author; but, between 


a curſed race; they are by reaſon of 


their vanity a moſt inſupportable ſet 


of people: proud, deſpiſing the 
great, ſtill thirſting after grandeur 
tyrants in opinion, implacable ene- 
mies, inconſtant friends, hard to 
deal with, and often panegyriſts and 
ſatyriſts in the ſame day. They are, 
nevertheleſs, neceſſary men toa prince 
who would reign deſpotically, and 
who is a lover of a They are 

diſtri- 


3 


his laſt viſit. I always made him eat 


1 his merit. vou was even ſurpriſed 


1 „ A a „ 
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diſtributers of honours; without them 
no ſolid reputation is to be acquired, 


They muſt, therefore, be careſſed 
through neceſſity, and recom 
through policy. As this is an occu- 
pation that eſtranges us from the vo- 


cations worthy of a throne, I never 


write but when I have nothing bet- 


ter todo; and to give me — little 
eaſe, I have at my court ſome men 
of parts, who are employed in revi- 
ſing my ideas. You ſaw with what 
reſpect I treated M. D'Alembert in 


with me, and was conſtantly praiſing 


at the great attention I paid this au- 


| thor: you do not know, perhaps, 


that this writer is liſtened to at Paris 
as an oracle, that he never ſpeaks. of 


any thing but my talents and virtues, 
and that he every where maintains 


that I have the characteriſtics of a 
true hero and a great king, Beſides _ 


8 
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it gives me ſore pleaſure to hear . : 
ſelf praifed with 'wit and dt 
and to own the truth, I an very r 
from n inſenſible to my own . 

iums: I know very well that all 
my actions are unworthy of pal 
but D'Alembert has withal ſuch a 
pretty manner of conveying his ap- 
plauſe, when with me, that he ne- 
ver opens his mouth but to ſay civil 
things. Voltaire was not of this 
turn, and ſo I ſent him off; this I 
made a merit of to Maupertuis, but 
in fact I was afraid of him, becauſe 
I was not ſure of always doing him 
the ſame ſervice; and I knew very 
well, that if I had giyen him a crown 
leſs, my head would have ſuffered a. 
thouſand ſlaps from his genius. Be- 
ſides, every thing conſidered, and af- _ 
ter having taken the advice of my 
academy, it was determined that two 
men of ſuperior intellects could ne- 
yer breathe the ſame air. I forgot 
"Wh 


"3 ve 
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| higheſt pitch of Kupidity, as fron as 
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to tell you, that in the midft of my 
greateſt diſtrefſes, I never forgot to 


pay the genius s their penfions. Theſe 
philoſophers lock upon war as the 


it bee _ PR. 


7 of the MUL. 


ohr you chuſe to learn how: 
to fatisfy a "the world at little ex- 
pence! ? Here is the ſecret let all 
your ſubjects be allowed to write to 
you directly, and to ſpeak with you, 
and when they do it, anſwer or liſten. 
But new for The ſtile n to be | 


uſed upon theſe occaſions. .. 


« Ir what you repreſent to nie is 
true I will do you juſtice ;—bat at 
the ſame time remember in how ex- 
emplary a manner 1 puniſh calumny | 
and falſhood. ; 

1 am your king, ; 
1 Fave.” | 
D4 BE 


40 MORNING AMUSPMENTS$. 


Ir W are made, E 


de Ln and —4 A — 
of letters in this ſtile, and a couple 
of anſwers in this manner, will rid 
vou of many tireſome applications, 
and will giye you in your dominions, 
and more particularly in; tore ign 
| courts, at once an Air of eee 
and attention, which form the cha- 
tacter of kings. 1 Enge very well, 
my dear nephew, that from the two 
letters that were extant int 1e coun- 
tties conquered by "the French in 
1757, I was eſteemed amongſt ther 

for the moſt agg as well as the 


n 


kings, FR ** W 


5 Of DRESS. | =D 
IF my grandfather had lived twen- 
fy years * we ſhould have been 


3 * 
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81 eſtfoyed, becauſe his birth-day 
* rould haye conſumed the — 
r ingdom. I never wear any thi ; 
2 ut my uniform. The — thin 


is is through reſpect to the voca⸗ 
jon ; but in fact this is nothing 
more than to ſet an example, My 
father had a very luckly fancy, when, 
lhe pitched upon blue for the feſtive: 
colour. When à perſon is not rich, 
and he has a mind to appear genteel, 
light trimmings ſhould be avoided. 
Embroidery and Jace ſhould be left 
o voluptuous, effeminate princes, 
who exiſt only in balls and debauchs 
ery. Frivolous men are compelled 
to ſtudy new and extravagant faſhions. 
every day, that they may pleaſe the 
women, who are their ſole occu- 
Fan. 


a 


2 
[] 


E 


nne 


of PLEASURES, 


LOVE is an inexorable deity to 0 
125 mankind. If you refiſt his ſhafts | 


core þ 
in 
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in a formidable attack, he does but 
renew the charge. ſo that, take 
my advice, be not ſo vain as to op- 
poſe him. He will always get the! 
better of us. Though I have no 
reaſon to complain of his tricks 0 
me, I advife you not to follow my 
example, as it might in the end have 
fatal - conſequences, and by degrees 
your governors and officers would 
raiſe recruits more for their pleaſure 
than your glory, and you would in 
the end find your army like your un- 
cle Henry's regiment. I ſhould have 
been fond of hunting, but your grand · 
fire's great huntſman's accounts have 
cooled that paſſion. My father told 
me a hundred times, that there were 
but two kings in Europe who could 
afford to ſtart ſtags, becauſe it is do- 
rogating to hunt as a private gentle- + 
man, when one has a crown upon 
one's head. Nature endowed ' me 
with very gentle diſpoſitions. I am 
fond 
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fond be: good eating, wine, coffee, 
and fpirituous liquors; my ſubjects, 
nevertheleſs, believe that I am the 
ſobereſt king in the world. When 
I eat in public, my German cook 
dreſſes the dinner; when T cat in 
private, my French cook exerts his 
greateſt ſkill to gratify my appetite 
and it muſt be owned that 225 ſome- 
what nice. Philoſophers are quite 
right when they ſay, the ſenſes de- 
ſerve two hours attention every day; 
for in fact what would our exiſtence 
ſigbify without them? I have ſome 
pleaſure at play; but I cannot ha- 
bituate myſelf to loſe. Beſides, gam 
ing is the ſpeculum of the ſoul, and 
therefore cannot be. ſo conveniently 
admitted into my plan, becauſe I 
would not chuſe that the refleQion 
of mine ſhould be often viſible. I 
am very fond of public amuſe- 
ments, and particularly of muſic ; 
but I find an opera coſts a great deal 
6 of 
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of money, and I ſhould have a much 


| higher reliſh for a fine voice and a 
= violin, if they were not ſo ex- 


penſive. As nobody can be impoſed 
upon with reſpect to their expence, 
I have exerted my utmoſt endeavours 
to prove their utility, and eyen negeſ- 
fity ; but my veteran generals would 
never agree with me, that a. finger 
or à virtuoſo ſhould be rewarded 
with the ſame ſalary as themſelyes. 
Here, my dear nephew, 1 will teach 
you. the real valueof man. Believe me, 
he is conſtantly governed by his paſ- 
fions—ſclf-love conſtitutes his ory 
and intereſt and ambition are 7 in; 


ceſſant props to his virtues. Are 
you inclined to paſs for a hero? dy 
not let crimes ſcare you. Do you 
want to paſs for a ſage | 2 i 
1 yourſelf v with art. 


J 
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MORNING V. 
27 srarx-roxler. 9 
\Tate-policy is 7 to three 


principles: the firſt is to pre- 
ſerve, and, according to circum- 


ſtances, to aggrandize oneſelf ; the 


ſecond, to engage in alliances, but 


for advantage ; and the third, to make 


oneſelf feared and ref pected at the 5 
Hon criſis. 


Firſt prINCIPLE, 


WHEN: I afcended the throne 1 


examined my father's coffers. His 


ſtrict economy enabled me to form 
great projects. Some time after I re- 
viewed my troops, I found them ſu- 
perb ; after this review I returned to 


N coffers, and from thence I drew 


1 — 
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a ſufficient ſum to double my army. 
When I had thus much increaſed my 


power, it was natural for me to ex- 


tend my notions beyond merely pre- 
ſerving what J had, fo that I ſoon re- 
ſolved upon availing myſelf of the 
firſt opportunity that ſhould, offer. 
In the mean time, I exerciſed 

troops well, and did alt my endea- 
vours to attract the eyes of Eur 
to my proceedings. I reviewed them 
every year to appear mote judicious, 
and I at length accompliſhed my 
deſign. I turned the brain of all the 


princes of Europe: every one thought 


he ſhould be ruined, if he could not 
gain ſome influence with the mo- 
narch of Pruſſia. My ſoldiers to a 


man fancied themſelves worth two of 
any other prince's, when they were 
imitated by every general in power. 


Warn my troops had thus ac- 
quired an 3 over all others, 
I was 


hands kond nal 


_ PTY Ip @ 
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I was entirely taken yp how tqframe 
pretenſions to different provinces. I 
had four capital objects in view 4 
Silefia, Poliſb Prufia, Dutch Guelders, 
and Swediſh- Pomerania, I confined 
myſelf to Sileſia, as this one object 
was more worthy of my attention 
than all the others, and as circum- 
ſtances were there more favourable 
for me. The execution of my other 
projects I left to time. I ſhall not 
diſplay to you the validity of my 
claims to this province, they have 
already been eſtabliſhed by my ora- 
tors. The empreſs queen oppoſed 
them with hers, and the cauſe was 
decided with ſword, fuſee, and can» 
non. But to return to the circum» 
ſtances: they offered themſelves in 
this manner. N 


F RANCE wanted to wreſt the em- 
pire from the houſe of Auſtria. No- 
_ could be more lucky for. me. 


F rance 


leſia. Therefore, my dear nephew; 
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1 Franca wanted to create an eſtabliſh- 


ment in Italy for the infanta; this 
highly pleaſed me, becauſe it could 
not be done but at the queen's ex 
pence. France at length conceived 
the glorious project of marching to 
the gates of Vienna this was the 
criſis I waited for to ſeize upon Si- 


take care to have money, wait for 


favourable cireumſtances, and you 
will be certain of not only preſerving 


your dominions, bat of aggrandi- 


king them. There are ſome pſeudos 
politicians who pretend that a ſtate 


which has attained a certain pitch, 
ſhould not attempt ſurpaſſing it, be- 
cauſe the ſyſtematic equilibrium has 
pointed out the limits of each re- 
ſpective power. I recolle& that 

Lewis the XIVth's ambition had like 


to have coſt France very dear, and 
I know the uneaſineſs I have had on 
account of my own. I likewife 


know 


U wo COW Dy 
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know that France in its greateſt ex- 
igencies diſpoſed of a crown, and 
preſerved the provinces ſho had can 
quered ; and you have juſt ſeen that 
in the midſt of that tempeſt which 
threatened me, I loſt 3 ſo that 


every thing depends upon cireum- 


ſtances and the courage of the Jane 


You can ſcarce believe, my $i 
nephew, how neceſſary it is for a 
king and a ſtate frequently to quit the 


beaten track, as there is no other 


way of impoſing authority and ac- 
quiring a name but by the maryel- 
lous.—The balance of power is a 
phraſe that has held the world in in- 
tire ſubmiſſion, as it was thought to 
inſure conſtant poſſeſſion; but, in 


truth, this is only a phraſe for Eu- 


rope is a family in which there are 


very bad brothers, and very unkind 


relations. . I farther ſay, my dear 


—_— that it is by deſpiſing this 
E * 
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ſyſtem that we reach the magnani- 
mous goal. Obſerve the Engliſh, 
have fettered the ſea — this 
haughty clement dare no longer bear 
15 ſhips, but with their peetnifion 


The reſult of this is, that - 
thing ſhould be conſtantly attempted, 
and that we ſhould be perſuaded we 
are equal to every thing. All that 
is neceſſary is, to take care not to let 
your vanity proclaim too much your 
pretenſions, and particularly to ſup- | 
port two or three eloquent orators 
at court, and leave them to n 
| your conduct. 


Second PRINCIPLE. 

TO enter into adyantageous all- 
ances, is a ſtate maxim, and no power 
can be authorized to neglect it. 


Hence will OW" this conſequence, 
= that 


4 
— 
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that an alliance ſhould. be. broke, a 
ſoon as it becomes pernicious, 1, 
my firſt war with the queen, Laban⸗ 
. the French at Prague, becauſe 
I obtained Sileſia by the bargain. 115 
1 had led them to the gates of V 


$1 


a gainer,—Some years after J renewed 
my engagements with. them, becauſe 
I was willing to attempt the conqueſt 


need. I have ſince {lighted this; na- 
tion to unite with e offered 
me the moſt, When Pruſſia, my 
dear nephew, has made its. fortune, 


conſtancy, which at beſt belong only 
to great ſtates and little ſovereigns. 
I have already told you, my dear ne= 
phew, that when a perſon talks of 
policy he means ſomething. very like 
Fnavery—this is really the caſe. No- 
vertheleſs there have been men of in- 


enna, I ſhould not have been ſo _ 
of Bohemia, and I, had a mind to 


keep this power in. petto in caſe; of - 


it may then pretend to good faith and 


E 2 9 5 
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tegrity who have: erected ſyſtems of 
5 ptobity upon this baſis. $0 thidt you 
mamaap riſk any thing with your um- 
1 baſſadors. 1 fare met with thoſe 
1 who have ſerved me at the riſk* of 
their necks upon the tops of houſes 
and who to diſcover a myſtery 
have picked a king's pocket. Retain 
thoſe, in particular, who have.a ta- 
lent for ambiguity and equivoca- 
tion. It would not be amiſs to keep 
political phyſicians, and even politi- 
cal lockſmiths they may ſometimes 
be of eminent ſervice to you.—I 
have experienced all the advantages 
that may be derived from 9 855 


Third PRINCIPLE. 


THE ſummit of great policy is to 
make yourſelf reſpected and feared 
by your neighbours. This may be 


accompliſhed two different ways ; 
— the 
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force and actual reſources; the ſe- 


cond is, to know the proper uſe of 


what we poſſeſs ;—we are not in the 
firſt ſtate, and therefore 1 have 
nitted nothing, in order to be in 
the ſecond.” There are princes ho 
imagine that every embaſſy ſhould'be 


brilliant. M. Richelieu, when at vi. 


enna, was, nevertheleſs, an impedi- 

ment to the intereſt of the French} 
as the Auſtrians imagined that the 
whole nation was as much een 
as 5 he who ne it. eee panties 


Fe re: Fx * 


Pon my part 1 am i opinion, that 


4 noble manner in which an em 


baſſador makes his maſter ſpeak, 
gives him greater influence than the 
pageantry of equipages; for this rea- 


ſon I will have no more embaſſadors, 


but only envoys. Moreover the firſt 


poſt is too difficult to be filled, as it 


3 a. man of great dignity, 
; very 


the firſt is, to be poſſeſſed of real 


- 
— 1 * — 
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very rich, and who is an adept in 
politics; whereas: for the latter, the 
Inſt qualification only is ſuffcient. 
By adopting this ſyſtem, you will 
ſave every year very conſiderable 
ſums, and your ; buſineſs will 

equally well done. There are, how 
ever, my dear nephew, certain oc- 
caſions which require magnificence ; 
as for inſtance, when it is neceſſary 
to have a rupture with another court, 
or make alliances by treaty or cone 
ſanguinity. Theſe ſhould: be always 
conſidered as extraordinary embaſſies, | 
to impoſe reſpe& upon your neigh- 
bours. Never aſk any thing faintly, 
ſeem rather to exact it. If you are 
flighted, reſerve your vengeance till 
ſuch time as you can obtain com- 
plete ſatisfaction, and, above all 
things, be not afraid of repriſals: 
your glory will not receive any tat- 
niſh therefrom—Your ſubjects, in- 
deed, on whom =P may light, will 
E ml 


. * e 5. v : . f 2 : 2 th 1 1 c ; 
> N 4 * . , 9 F 8 ; : 

* * 7 4 1 8 f : | 

7 - * MA > hw 4 3-4 : Ivy * 


| MORNING AMUSEMENTS. | 5 e 


„ : | 85 = | 
great ntioe. All your We 3 


if ouſt be perſuaded, that vou harre 
no Wy eres. ns thing, and e 
deavour 15 paſs upon ens for a dan 
gerqus Þ! who acknowledges 
Ino other e but thoſe that 
I lead! to glory: but in ſuch à man- 
Inet, that they may be perfectly con-. 
vinced you would rather loſe w- 
kingdoms, a not be talked of. by e 
| ofterity. As theſe, ſentiments are A 
not compatible with ſouls of every * 
ſtamp, they ſtrike, they confound * 
the greateſt part of men—and this i . 
what really conſtitutes, in the op i-» 4 
1 of the world—the great mo- 1 | 1 1 


Wurn a foreigner Ji your 1 
court, heap civilities upon him, and | 17.00 } 
particularly endeavour to have him 1.4 


IR. 
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_ always with yon: —thisi is ; the method. | 
1 2 concealing front tym he 
rt of your government. Th; is 
* Military man, make your frltroal 
© giment of guards exerciſe before m, 
and command them .in-nexfon; f 
he is a genius WO has Fritten any 
thing, let him obſerve his own pro- 
duction upon your table, and talk 
to him of his talents. If he is a 
trader, graciouſly. liſten to him, ca- 
Teſs him, and endeavour to fix him | 
in your COINS: . . | 
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